Or, their Ignorance and Envious Abuſing of the 


OUAKerR 


Dereced and 


HE Predi&jon of the Bleſſed Apoſtle, 

2 TIm.z. 12. All that will tive Godly in 

Chriſt Feſus ſhall ſuffer Perſecution, has been 

4 the perpetual Experience of the Church 

of Chriſt in all Ages ; only with this variation, that 
their Sufferings have been ſometimes after one man- 
ner, and ſometimes after another ; one while Life, 
another Liberty ; and very frequently Eſtates have 
been the Prizes that an innocent and harmleſs Life 
have coſt their Owners : The Truth hereof is at- 
teed, not only by Hiſtory very Ancient, but alſo 
by ſome ſovery Modern, that it is not yet paſt Me- 
mory. But when all theſe in good meaſure have, by 
God's Proyidence and a Government's Favour, been 
ſtopped, then the ſame Spirit, frequently in the 
fame Members, and ſometimes in others, hath 1a- 
boured to blacken and miſrepreſent thoſe they could 
not deſtroy under the Pretext of Law. This 1s the 
preſent Caſe; ir js buia little while fince, that Li- 
berty and Eſtate were the common Rates which we 
call'd Quakers ( with many others) were made to 
compound at ( if I may fo ſpeak ) for our Ianoncen- 
cy and Conſcientious Scruples. But the mildneſs 
and gentleneſs of the preſent Government, has 
ſo lignally gone beyound that of ſome of their Pre- 
decetſors, that they have- mot only recommended 
theſe excellent Qualiries by their particular Example, 
but alſo . by the Authority of a Law, which 1s re- 
membred by us, with true Gratitude and Thank- 
fulneſs. Now the Advantage of ſo Noble an Ex- 
ample, one might think ſhould have been ſufficient, 
if not to ſweeten, yet to chill the moſt virulent Spi- 
rits, and more eſpecially yours, who call your 
ſelves the Atherian Soctety ; and have made ſo inany 
Offers at a Reformation, by the pubick Pretences 
you have made, to encourage ſome and adviſe all 
to the furtherance of it : Theſe, 'tis true, have 
been your Pretenſions, but your Practice is no 
other than the Tranſcript of the 

* Preface to the * Jeſuits Maxim ; who you ſay were 
ſecond Volume. they, -that by their Diſguiſes and 
falſe Pretences were the firſt Promo- 

ters of the many unhappy Differences that are 
now among vs, hoth in Church and State. Now what 
is odious in them, can it be Jovely in you.? Or 
what 1s againſt the Peace of Government in them, 
can it be otherwiſe in you ? Surely no: For Crimes 
loſe not their Nature when they only change their 
Agent, nor is Satan at all the more Holy for betns 


Reprehended ; 


in an Athenian, or in one called a Chriſtian : Tho 
Truth of this you have ſufficiently evinced by the 
Falſhoods and Abuſes which you have ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed both upon Communities and particular Per- 
ſons. And yet you are the Men, who at your ap- 
pearance by this Name, promis'd to uſe in your en- 
ſuing Deſign, much Chriſtian Candor 

and Modeſty ; and not to * widen *#* Preface to the 
the Breaches, but to avoid either fſccond Volume, 
Practices or Diſputes that might tend 

thereto : And further, that you would anſwer no 
obſcene Queſtions, nor any whoſe Anſwer ſhould 
be an Abuſe to particular Perſons: With moreto 
the ſame purpoſe, which I could here recite, were 
it as neceſſary as it is ealie. But [I ſhall here paſs it 
over, as well as your other Contradictions and Non- 
ſenſe, of which we have generally notice once a 
Week by the London Mercury ; for my Deſign is, 
hcrein chiefly to inſtance in thoſe Anſwers of Queſti- 
ons, which were the cauſe of the Letter | ſent you, 
( which I ſhall ſer down anon } to which, tho? you 
promis'd an Anſwer, yet have not given one, unleſs 
Queries and Impertinency may deſerve that Name 
by detecting your Falſhood and Lies, and alſo ſome- 
thing concerning John Whitehead, whom by Name 
you have abuſed in your Buffoonry. But I have ob- 
ſerved that in defiance of your Rules, in breach of 
your pretended Charity, and contrary to Morality 
and to true Chriſtianity,you have ſeemed glad of an 
opportunity to be abuklive towards us in particular, 
as will plainly enough appear, by your Anſwer to 
a Queſtion in Yol.3. N.8. q. 6. Whether it be lawful 
for a Chriſtian to Swear ? To which you, not content 
to deliver your Anſwer in the Affirmative only, have 
ſtigmatiz'd all as: filly Enthuſiaſts who believe the 
contrary. Now as this Anſwer of yours did cauſe, 
{o your Promiſe that you would fairly Anſwer any 
Objections that were made to your Anſwers, did en+ 
courage the ſending of a Letter to you ſoon after ; 
wherein. among other Things, were the three fol- 
lowing Queries. : 

1. Whether ſiace the very end of Chriſt*s comitg 
into the World (as 1s teitified) was to take away Sin an1 
fwnrſh Tranſereſſion, he did not thereby ſuperſede the very 
Hſe of all Oaths ? 2. Whether if 7c ad cooper ate iti 
the Ajjiſt ance that Chri#t Teſus Ids, and obey the P 
cepty he has given, they might avt thereby attain the ead of 
his comng ! 4, Whetiner there 15 any poſitive Command 173 
the Gojpel, enforced by words more comprebesifrue. fill. pg F- 
tize ana pertinent than this of Swear norco, 'd 


ny” wg 
= * . 4.3 : 


( 2) 


To theſe you have not returned any Anſwer, as by 
- your fore-mentioned promiſe you were obliged, but 
ſtii] proceed further to abuſe and belie us, in ſuch In- 
ances as your own Eyes and Ears, if youever 1m- 
ployed them to read or hear our Principles from onr 
ſelves, muſt needs convince you of (for you ſay you 
have uſe] them hercin:) From whence the Inference 
is very eaſy, that your Diſeaſe 1s Malice, becauſe 
your Afſertions are directly contradictory to what 
has been at all times Spoken and Written by our 
Friends : But if you have not read or heard from our 
ſelves, what you have aſſerted to be our Belief, then 
what Abatements are to be made from the Malice of 
yourCharge, muſt be added to the Impndence of it,in 
that you afe of thoſe, who ſaid, Report, and we will 
Report 1t 5 which ſhews you to be neither more Chri- 
ſtian nor leis Wicked ; this will beſt appear by the 
Charge it ſelf, © Where in Yol. 3. IN. 23.9.4. you 
© affirm the Quaker's Opinions to be dangerous and 
© deteſtable (as indeed they were, were it true, that 
*you afterwards affirm) that they ſpeak contemp- 
* tibly of the Bible, and will by no means allow it 
© to be God's Word ; that they have turned the moſt 
© Sacred Truths therein contain'd, into jejune Alle- 
* gory ; that they ſpeak not very Honourably of our 
* Saviour, deny the Trinity, and many, if not all, 
*embrace the other Sccinian Dream, of the Soxl"s 
* Sleeping till the Reſurrefion: And afterwards in Vel.g.. 
© N. 30. q. 1, The Quakers have been e're lince their 
© riſe, look*d upon as the Jeſuits, By-Blows of the 
© Jeſuit; that they deny the plenary SatisfaQion 
© of Chriſt, and reſt on their own Merits; that 
© Fanaticiſm, Enthuſiaſm and Infidelity together, 
© make up the Creed of the Quaker, they being a 
* Compendium of almoſt all forts of Hereſies ; who 
© deny the Satisfaction and Divinity of Chriſt, as al- 
©ſo his Humanity ; nay, deny Angels, Spirits, Hea- 
© ven and Hell, and the Exiſtence of Souls after 
© Death. 

Here is the Complex of your Lies and Slanders, 
ſ:ecd from the profound Nonſenſe and palpable Ig- 
norance, wherewith you have formally interlarded 
each of the above-cited places; bat of each I ſhall 
givean Inſtance. Firſt in the 2g. NV. q. 4. where 
you ſay——But if there be any of "*em who have left their 
firſt Principles, and are degenerated mto Chriſtianity. 
What ! think you Chriſtianity to be werlſe than our 
Principles ? For Degeneracy is, i think, to go from 
better to worſe; or if this be to Frolick with 
Words, it's a very odd way of doing it. Of your 
palpable Ignorance, let this be an Inſkance, where, 
in I. 30. q. 1. you ask, How they have the Face to pre- 
tend to what they never had, Chriſtianty, when they were 
never Chriften*d ? Now, if by Chriltning you mean 
Sprinkling a Face with Water, I am ſure It 1s con- 
tradictory to that of the Apoſtle, who ſignifies, [har 
true and ſaving Chriſtianity conſists, in having the Conſci- 
ence ſprinkled from dead Works, to ſerve the Living God : 
W hich cannot be purged by any ſuch external Ope- 
ration, but only and alone by the Spirit of God in 
Man. By this time, I ſuppoſe, 1t will be thought 
ſifficiently reaſonable thar we clear our ſelves, or 
that you ſhould prove theſe your Aſſertions, which 
that you might do the laſt, was the occaſion oth? Let- 
ter,which (in that you call your Anſwer,I1n.5.1V.2g. 
3nd whichl ſhall conſider anon)you call an angry one, 
3nd not agreeable to the Precept of Turning the other 
Check ; to which I muſt tell yon, that it is ſuffici- 
ently known to have been our conſtant Practice, to 
bear the Smitings, the Buſfetings, the Waitings and 


the Plunderings, which Men of your Spirit an4 
Temper have inflicted upon us vnder the pretext of 
Laws, whilſt in uſe. Under all which Sufferings, 
God aid by theSheddings forth of his Spirit,ſo com- 
fort our Spirits, that we can ſay in Truth, we took 
joyfully the Spoil of our Goods and Impriſonment 
of our Bodies, for his Name ſake, and can alfo for- 
give them thar did it ; only deſiring for the worſt 
of them, as for you, That you may come to ſee the 
Evil you have done by theſe your Lies and Scandals, 
and turn from them by a fincere and hearty Repent- 
ance ; that fo your Sins may be forgiven, whea the 
times of refreſhing ſhall come from the Lord's Pre- 
ſence, But notwithſtanding all this, ſhould we be 
ſilent to theſe your Lies, it might be conſtrued a 
joyning with you againft that Holy Zruth, of which 
we are Profeſſors, which we cannot do ; but muſt 
herein clear it from your Calumnies. And ihe Fews 
might have told John the Baptiſt he was anary, 
when he calls them a Gereration of Vipers : The like 
they might have tolc Holy Stephen, when in A. 7. 
51, 52. he calls them, Vncircumciſed in Hearts and 


Ears, Reſifters of the Holy Ghojt, Perfecutiis of 1he Pro= 


phets, Betrayers and Murtherers of the fust O. « They 
both ſpeak Truth, and its warmneſs wes juſtified by 
its. occaſion. And now to ſhew that the warmneſs 
of this Letter, bears no proportion to the occaſion 
yoa have glven, and that 1 have not requited you 
with Vineger for your Gal], I ſhall here give the Co- 
py thereof; but without your frothy and abuſive 
Parentheſes : Which is as follows. 


The Copy of the Letter I ſent them. 


Athemans, 
T, and ſince, your appearing in the World ( by this 
Name) your repeated Proteſi ations of Chriſtian 
Candor and Modtſty, in anſwering ſuch Queſtions, as 
were fit tobe anſwered, and total Silence in ſuch as were 
not ; did make the Tngenuous of either Sex ( however dj- 
ſftinguſh'd)) willing to further what might be of Service to 
the Publick : But your notorious Prevarications bage ſuffi- 
crently ſhewn, that what was intended for your EnCcourage- 
ment, and others Service, you have only made uſe of as a 
Ladder to climb higher than others, whereby you mgbet 
have the hateful opportunity of abuſing what, and wlionſo- 
ever agrees 70t with you ;, and that by Aſperſions ſo pal- 
pably groſs and falſe, that it needs not the Fudgment of 
an Athenian to VUnvail you, 

The preſent Eaſe and Felicity which we, called Ouakers, 
ao with others, find under the happy Influence of 4 m:ld and 
generous Goverument (which Happineſs, we do with all 
Duty and Gratitude thankfully acknowledg and remember) 
has fo far buried the late Diſtraftions, Waſte and Plun- 
derings, that they are hardly now to be met with but in 
Hiſtory . And that this Peace and this Felicity might be 
perpetual, the Wiſdom of the Nation has been fo Latitu- 
dinarian (to uſe your diſdainful Expreſſion) that among 
other Things, in an Att for that very purpoſe made, they 
have framed what they there Call, and what truly is, a 
Chriſtian Profeſſion or Confeſſion ; the Owners and Sub- 
ſeribers of which, as they are the King and Queens Lieg- 
Subjefts, ſo they are Chriſtians in Belief,, notwithſtand- 
ing all your Buſfoomry and wilful Lies. 

1 ſhall only at preſent enumerate the Heads of your ſe- 
veral Scandals and Abuſes, which in your Pref ace to the 
3. Volume, you ſay you took ſo mach Pleaſure in Com- 
poſing: The firſt is Vol. 3. N.8.q. 6. where you tax the 
paying of Oveaience to a poſitive Command of ChriSt 
with Enthuſiaſm ; but this 6e:ng Language to0 kind, your 
ao With the next opporinuity, in N.23+q.4. of the ſame 
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Volume, aſſert upoa your own Knowledr, our believing a 
mumbver of portentous and monstrous Opinions, you there 
number up, and which here we do utterly deny, and ever 
did, declaring ſuch your Afſertioa to be Falſe, Scanda- 
los and Malitions ; hereby requiring you to make your 
Hſertions good, or to be accounted, what you truly are, 
that 1s, the worſt of Incenatiaries ;, which Title, to con- 
vince the World, does peculiarly belong to you, you have in 

auother of your Icreuries, Vol. 4. N. 30. q. 1. pres: 
tended to draw a Parallel between Quaker and Papiſt ; 

but with ſuch known Falſhnood, that there is now hardly 

any Perſon, who pretends to much leſs Reading than your 
witty ſelves, but knows it to be no other than a Malitious 

Lye ; wyich plainly ſhews, that notwithſtanding the roſy 

Offers, which you in Your AMercuries make at a Refor- 

mation, yaur ſelves have ot advariced the firſt Step to- 

waras it: Andin the last-mentioned Queſtion, where you 

pretend to conſider them aſundcr, you have done it fo un- 

learneaty, as well as falſly, that perhaps it needs 9t the 

ſtrength of a Champion: to foil you, who have fallen from 

the forms of Civility as well as Chriſtamty, in that you 

have falſly belyed and accuſed your Neighbours. 

You art z0t to ſuppoſe that this comes 1n the manner of 

a OueStion, which you may not think fit to Anſwer ; for 

it 1s hereby declared, That if you do not, within ſome 

reaſonable time, give the World clear Proofs of your Aſ- 
fertions, in the Places and Anſwers above-noted, you ſhall 
be expoſed, and your Falſhood and Baſeneſs detefted, not 

oly by the Verbatim hereof in Print, but by a more par- 

ticular Anſwer to each of your many Lies ;, I call them 

by this Name, which you affirm to be the dete8Fable Opi- 

24995 which we hold, and indeed do not, nor never aid. 


By one who is in Scorn 
called a QUAKER. 


By this it appears that its end is, either that you 
would prove your Afſertions or retract them ; but 
inſtead of doing either, in that which you call your 
Anſwer, you have only ſhewn a little more 11] Na- 
ture, and a great deal of Impertinency, in running 
ſo very wide from the Mark as you have done; by 
making your foolith and falſe Harangues, without 
proving any thing; and all this witha deſign ( to 
uſe your own words) to preſerve thoſe of your 
Communion, by ſhewing them what Principles you 
ſay we really hold. Burt if you have no better Pre- 
ſervatives, than theſe palpable Lies, you need not 
wonder that People, coming to the Knowledg of 
that ſelf-evident Principle, of the Light, Grace or 
Spirit of God in their own Hearts, do then leave 
you and your refuge. And here I muſt obſerve, that 
to evade the proving your Charges and to prevent 
any cloſer Anſwer, you endeavour to amuſe the Rea- 
der and frighten us, by asking 10 Queſtions ( if at 
leaſt they all deſerve that Name) in which you think 
there is ſo much Acumen, that they: touch us to the 
quick; and all t!:efe to be anſwered Catagorically, 
or elſe the worſt is to be taken pro Confeſſo. Now to 
Qneſtions,on which fo great ſtreſs 1s laid, the Reader 
will very naturally ſuppoſe, they ought to be very 
pertinent and very weighty ;z but L muit inform him 
that in this preſent caſe it's far otherwiſe, as will 
appear plain enongh by repeating them z and 
which are as follows. 

1. Whether they all generally own the Scriptures to be 
the Word of God? 2. Whether they own Feſus Chriſt to 
bave been God equal with the Father from all Etermty ? 
3. Whether they own the Holy Spirit to be God and that 
in the Holy Trinity, there are three Perfons and one God 
blefſed for evermore ? 4. Whether they hold their boafted 
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Light within to be this very third Perſon, or only their ow: 
natural Reaſon ? 5. Whetoer they partake of either of the 
Sacraments tm their Congregations; or whether they do 19t 
ab olutcly regiect both Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lora? 
6. Whether they believe Aivels, 97 any Immaterial Spi- 
rits beſides the Soul of Man? 7. Whether they beiters 
ExiStence of the Soul after Death ad Ri {i redtion of tr? 
Boay, and Reunion of the Soul therenmo at the day of 
Judgment ? (Now the terrible ones) 8. Who was your 
firſs Founder ? g. Did they Quake and Tremble or 1:9 
when they fir came tnto England, ad the reaſon theres 
of ? to. Where may we find their Creed or at: Af of their 
Religion ! And whether 1t is not altered in ſeveral particu- 
lars ſince their Riſe, tho' but of ſo few Tears Sianding : 
Theſe are what you vainly and falily ſet to mea- 
ſure Chriſtianity by, but they cannot do it 3 becauſe 
lome of them are Antiſcriptural (which yet you call 
your Rule) and others ſo ridiculous that they could 
not be asked, by a Man truly Chriſtian ; fo that if I 
ſhould net refer you to any Anſwer to theſe (for you 
would not have it now done de Novo, but by the 
Teſtimony of our Authentick Writers) your mighty 
Threaten would fignife nothing ; for it remains tor 
you to prove yourAſlertions,they being denyed by us; 
and tho? at pleaſure you throw by your own Rules, 
yet you mult not pretend to do fo, by the continual 
Rules of Debate and Diſcourſe. But the trouble 
hereof being as ſmall, as your expectation can be 
great, I ſhall for this once do it 3 when 1 have hir{t 
acquainted you, That tho' you pretend to be more 
Athenian than the Senate of the Nation ; yet it will 
hardly become you to pretend to be more Chriſtian 
than it: And if ſo; then, ſince Malice or ſome fuch 
Humour has ſpoiled your Memory, I wl! take leave 
to acquaint you, that in an Act made 1689. Entitu=- 
led, An Af for exempting their. Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjefts, &c. there is ſomething which upon the Au- 
thority of Holy Writ, as well as their own, is call'd 
a Chriſtian Belief, and was made on purpoſe for us, 
call'd Quakers, as by the Act appears; and is as 
follows. | 
1 A. B. Profeſs Faith in God the Father, and Teſs 
Chriſt his Eternal Son the true God, and inthe Holy Spi- 
rit one God bleſſed for evermore ;, and do acknowleds the 
Holy Scriptures of the old and new T eſt ament to be giver 
by Divine- Inſpiration. This having been at all times 
(as it now 1s.) our hearty Belief, you might have 
ſpared your three firſt Queries, which are nct ſo 
Scriptural : To your fourth Query, read Geo. Keith 
of Immediate Revelation not Ceaſed : To your ſixth and 
ſeventh, read Sam. Fiſher, in a Treatiſe, Entituled, 
[ Some certain hidden Spiritual Vernies revealed: And 
likewiſe for Anſwer to many of them, you may read 
The Chriſtian Quaker, written by Geo. Wiitehcadand 
Will. Penn : And laſtly, both to theſe and the reſt, 
read Rob. Barclay, in his Apology for the true Chiſtian 
Divinity,in which you will find a diſtinct Account of 
our Principles, and that they are conſonant to Holy 
Writ, right Reaſon and pure Antiquity ; for which 
reaſon it 1s, that our Principles are not chang'd nor 
indeed can be, they being preſerv'd by the Spirit of 
God in us, with which there is no Variableneſs nor 
Shadow of turning: And many more ( would ] 
be prolix ) I could number up, but here being 
enough, and more than is needful in this occafi- 
on, I ſhall ſtop. Now in theſe. cited Authentick 
W ritings you may find (gs I have ſaid ) nor only 
more than enough to Anſwer your Queries, but aifo 
the Truths therein contained, fo clearly delivered, 
that were ye honeſt enough to confels it, you wouly 
iy 
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iy there is mach leſs of theſeſuit in them,than there 
appears to be of their Nature in you, as is evident 
by your groſs Lies and Abuſes; which that I may not 
forget and you run from, by that Evaſion which you 
pretended to fear in ns I ſhall here-put-you in mind, 
That whatſoever you ſhall ſay hereafter; cannot be 
look'd upon to have any Weight, - unleſs you cither 
prove or retract theſe your bold Aﬀirmo's;which are 
hereby returied upon you as your Lies, viz. You 
affirm, 1. That the Quakers reſt on their own Merits. 2. 
That they deny Heaven, Hell, Angels and Spirits. 3. That 
they believe the Soul to ſleep in- the Grave until the Reſur- 
retton. 4:. That they deny the Divinity and Elumanity of 
Chriſt. 5. That they deny the Scriptures to be the Word of 
God(or given by Divine Inſpiration. ) And 6, that Fanati- 
ciſm, Enthuſiaſm and Irfidelity, do make upthe Ouaker”s 
Creed, _ If you pretend to prove them, it is expected 
that you do it from our Selves,or our own Writings; 
but if you cannot, let it hereby appear how fairly you 
have merited the Title cf Incendiaries, which yet 
youre loath to own;bnr it being, your due, you muſt 
be ſo accounted,in bhar you're Diſturbers of the Pub- 
Iick Peace, which never.had more mortal Enemies, 
than thoſe, who under the mask of Religion have la- 
boured to foment civil Broils, by the mutual Averſji- 
ons which their falſe and noiſy Clamours have too 
frequently procured. Þut in this Inſtance,the Peace is 
thus far ſecured, that if you do neither retra&, nor 
prove your Aſſertions, your Abuſcs heing caſt upon 
a People, who retvrn not Evil for Evil,are not there- 
fore bound to return an Anſwer to every impertinent 
Scrible, this not being written cither from Humour 
or mercenary Intereſt, 1s not delipn'd to be repeated 
whereby to trouble my ſelf or others, who will 
hereby ſufficiently underſtand your baſeneſs, in 
your general Lies and Abulſes, as now they ſhall 
your abufve handling of Joh? Whitehead, who 1s 
belyed by your Qucriſt ( 1f at lealt it were not 
your ſcives ) and both abuſed and belyed by you 
in Vl. 4. N..30. q.- 2. | 

Now here had been a fit opportunity to bave put 
in prectice that Rule of yours, which was, pot to An- 
ſwer any Queſtion, whoſeAn{wer might be anabuſe to 
particularPerfons . But you,conlidering 1t was aQua- 
ker,did diſpence with it,tho yor expoled your ſelves 
by rallying npon aLie,in which there is ſo much ob- 
ſcenity, that_ it puts me.in mind of a certain Altar 
* Row Archeologie Which was at Ath:ns,erected to * Jnjury 
Atice,lib.1.p.34- and Impndence, and upon which I find 
not only theAncient,bur alſo theModern Atherans,do 
ſometimes Sacrifice, as will {ſufficiently appear by the 
fulſom Stuff with which the laſt cited Anſwer 1s fill d. 
But fir{', your Query is falſe in fact,and John Whire- 
head did never ſo boaſt, as that affirms,of his Fatneſs; 
nor was he ever forced when in Priſon, to feed on 
Bread and Water, nor was he ever 3 yards abour the 
Waſte, nor is his Wife near that ſize : Now before 
you went thus to rally,and be merry with the reputa- 
tion of a Family, ſure you ſhould have taken as good 
Caution not to have been deceived,as you have ſome- 
times required to the Atteſtation of an Experiment 
in Art,or Caſualty inNature,in which you have fome- 
times required more than the Name of the Relator 3 
whichif you cannot produce 1g this Inſtance, let it 
be ſuppoſed your ſelves were the Querilt, and {o 
ouilty both of the Lie and the Abuſe ; which being 
ſo particular, take ow! Whitebead*'s Anſwer as 


followeth. - 


London : Printed for Thomas Northcott in George-yard in Lombard-ſtreet, 1692. 


A tew Queſtions for Anſwer, to the Aitthors of a 
Scandalous, Impertinent Paper, Entiruled, The 
Athenian Mercury, Vol. 4. Numb. 30. 


I, \ Fetner ſuch Perſons as by their Words or Afi 
0775, ſay, Come let us Smite him or them 
with the Tongue, Report and we will Report it, do 
rot a4 much as in them lies, indeavonr to ſtir up a new Per= 
ſecution ! Aud whether herein they do not ſymbolize with 
the worjt FHeathcms and Papiſts,who uſed to cloath the anci- 
entChriſtians in uglyShapes,and painted Devils upon them, 
that they might be the readilier devoured by wild Beaſt s,and 
burnt to Death by the wicked Hands of cruel Men? 

2. Whether great blindeſs of Mind bath not happend 
to ſuch Men,as dolook upon the People of God (in ſtorncal- 
led Quaſrs, who are at the greateſt diſtance jrom Popery 
of any People in the World,profeſſins Chriſtianity)to be the 
By- Blows of the Feſuits andSymbolizers with the P apiſtgfor 
which if ye have no better Pr 09/ than that heap of Lics and 
Slanders which followin your Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion, 
then conſider if Frſtice and Truth do not require you tore= 
pent of your Wickedneſs, and acknowledg you have followed 
blind Guides to your own kurt, and thereby wronged both 
your felucs aid your Neighbours ? 

3. Whether we have not by the Word of our Teſtimony in 
open and publick Aſſemblies, and the many Books ſpread up 
and down the Nation, ſufficiently clear 'd our ſelves from 
thoſe fon! Impurations ye would caſt upon ms ; ſothat we 
necd not multiply Anſwers to cucry vain impertinent Scrib= 
ler, our Principles and Prattice being manifeſt to the Wit- 
11c{s of Godin the Conferences of ſober People that know ws; 
whic9 us a Refuge ſufficicnt for ws, againſt ſuch ſilly Blaſt's 
of Envy ? 

4. Who # the Man,and where doth he dwell, that aares 
afirmbe beard John Whitehead boaſt of ſuch 2 Miracle 
as your 2d Queſtion affirms ? That when he was fed in 4 
Priſon with Bread and Water, he fatned on it ſo as that he 
W.15 3 yaras or more avout the "aſte , for 1 do poſitively 
al ny that ever I made any ſuch boaſt as your Cut iy afmrms, 
ard 1 J art ber ſay, that { was neucr under tr.Gfe Ciilutme 
ſtances in a Priſon,as to be conſur*a to Bread and VFutr,s 
and that I was never of that bigneſs, bitt that a Girdle of 
l:f; than 4 foot would have met about my VI ifie; and 
therefore that monStrons prodigions Lie, of miy being 3 

ards about tre Y2(re (there being many hundreds of 
V Vitneſſes to ine contrary) 3s turned back rpon you, with that 
falſe ſuggeſtion, that bis Wife i near as ſpacions as hime 
ſelf; 4rd all thoje Slandsrs and feornful frothy Tr:ſinuations 
that follow thererporr, 1 your Anſwer to your ſecond Oue- 
Ty ,wizcn are as toe Smoke of tie bottomleſs Pit,and tl:ither 
muſt deſecad, and- into the Laxe muſt ve caſt all thoſe 
that love and make Lies, except they repent : Therefore 
prize your time,and do no more ſo wickedly :*T his Friendly 


- 


Admonitionn 1s £1VEn you by one that can love his Enommes, 
John Whitehead. 


This is his own Letter, which you are deſired to 
Anſwer ; with waich I ſhall end, when 1 have told 
you, That plain and poſitive Proof muſt make good 
your Charge, Repentance muſt make you honeſt Men, 
and the continuance in your Crimes, will make you 
as Incorrigible as thoſe Beaſts, which ſerve for Em- 
blems in your'Buffoonry : It you cannot do the firſt, 
the way to avoid the laſt is by the middlemoſt ; 
which that you may, 1s the delire of him who can 
forgive Enemies, and 1s in ſcorn call'd a 


AQQuaker., 


Wuicre the 


Books above-mentioned are to be had. 


